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1. Luggage

Possible luggage options are on my amazon wish list.  Go to amazon.com and search for zebrose wish list or click on the link in the email amazon sent for me.

Mummy – will use the grey backpack and baby backpack tested in Rome last year.  There was plenty of room for two weeks in February so there should be enough room to add stuff on this much longer stay 

Daddy – will use the large black wheeled case which I did test run with three pairs or Xander’s pants and three shirts.  There was plenty of extra space.  He will want a carry on as well for train and plane rides etc. 

Xander – I will buy Xander a new backpack and was thinking to get one similar to Cordell’s.  Cordell’s color is red gargoyle.  I could get Xander one in blue gargoyle for $30.  We will also need a suitcase and the remaining roller case we have is too small.  I picked out a new blue roller duffle.

Xander asked me not to order anything unless we here from the camp about specific requirements.
Cordell – He will need a suitcase and the remaining roller case we have is too small.  I picked out a new green roller duffle.  His red backpack will be good for a daypack.

I bought him a green roller duffle which was cheaper than the smaller duffles and looks like it would be a good addition to our case mix.  We may decide to is not appropriate for the trip but I still think it looks like a useful item.

2. Why Train Reservations?

We have a eurail pass which will allow us on the train if there is space.  It costs $11 per person to get reservation so this is $44 per shot.  I am trying to remember who suggested getting reservations.  I believe Kailas suggested that if sitting together was important we should get reservation.  Certainly Rail Europe thinks we should get reservation, they sell them!!  I did a quick net search www.footloosetravel.com has a good rail hints page.  He does not mention reservations, but I think this is because it is not very “footloose”, except that he mentions that locals frequently make reservations, which are not taken.  I have several sources that indicate reservations are required for bullet trains or premier trains.  I believe the train from Avignon to Paris falls in this category.  In England John Hitch has told me where we need reservations.

Trenitalia lists the only direct train from Pompeii to Pisa as a mandatory reservation requirement.

3. Pompeii to Pisa

Rail Europe, where I bought the rail passes only gives this option for a direct train.  If we change in Napoli there are more options, but it adds to the length of the trip.

From Pompei to Pisa   
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1st class; 4 adult
[6:57 AM-12:57 PM] 7/10/05, Train TRN-530 POMPEI to PISA CENTRALE, Seat  

Trenitalia also lists this as the only direct option.  There is an option to leave at a more civilized 8:47 and change in Naples.  Trenitalia says this adds 10 minutes to the trip but I would want more time to change trains.

In related news I checked with Barbara at RentVillas to make sure we could get out of Positano soon enough.  That certainly was no problem and she made arrangements for a driver to get us from Positano to Pompei.  She was able to explain that the sites at Pompei would only take a couple of hours to see and that they are not easily combined with Vesuvius and Herculean.   It would be better to choose a clear day while we are in Positano and head to Vesuvius from Salerno.

4. Pisa to Villefranche Sur Mer

This is more complicated because we cross a border and we change the general train direction.  The trains going north from Pisa are headed to Torino so we need to change at Genova.  Unfortunately there are several train stations in Genova so this is all bloody complicated.  Villefranche-sur-Mer is also a smaller destination than most of the other places we are going, but I played with changing in Nice and that doesn’t seem to be much of an improvements.  These are reserved separately so $44 per reservation for the four of us.   Some these are not showing up on Rail Europe and are not showing up as ones you can buy on line on Trenitalia.  

IMPORTANT UPDATE – I called RailEurope and spoke with David, he explained that I do have the correct route and that Italy is pulling out of Eurail in an attempt to make more money on the Torino Olympics.  This is why I have such difficulty on this reservation.  He says there is currently no ways for you to make reservation from the US for this run, but not to worry you don’t need reservations.

	Details

	


	 Station 
	 Date 
	 Arr. 
	 Dep. 
	 Platform 
	 Products 
	 Comments 

	Pisa Centrale

Genova Piazza Principe 
	12.07.05   
	 11:08  
	 09:02  
	 
	IC 524
	InterCity 
Please reserve 

	Duration: 2:06; runs daily 
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	 Details

	


	 Station 
	 Date 
	 Arr. 
	 Dep. 
	 Platform 
	 Products 
	 Comments 

	Genova Piazza Principe 

Ventimiglia 
	12.07.05   
	 15:07  
	 12:55  
	 
	EC 144
	EuroCity 
Subject to compulsory reservation, Snacks and beverages available 

	Duration: 2:12; runs daily 
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	Details

	


	 Station 
	 Date 
	 Arr. 
	 Dep. 
	 Platform 
	 Products 
	 Comments 

	Ventimiglia Villefranche-sur-Mer 
	12.07.05   
	 15:50  
	 15:08  
	 
	RE 81198
	RegionalExpress 

	Duration: 0:42; runs Mo - Sa 
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5. Carcassonne to Avignon

I found two options for August 1st.  One left at 7AM and this one which looks nicer.  We will have four days in Avignon so there is no reason to rush.  Also, 3:33PM gives us plenty of time to find the hotel.

From Carcassonne to Avignon   
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1st class; 4 adult
[12:54 PM-3:33 PM] 8/1/05, Train TRN-76205 CARCASSONNE to AVIGNON, Seat

6. Avignon to Paris

This is a high speed TGV train and even though there are trains about once an hour it is my understanding we need reservations.

Description:   From Avignon to Paris   
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1st class; 4 adult
[10:09 AM-12:50 PM] 8/5/05, Train TGV-6172 AVIGNON TGV to PARIS GARE LYON, Seat
7. Paris to Rennes

I was advised that reservations are required on this train.  I figure a 10AM departure means we can get going in the morning without too much stress.  After this we need to pick-up a car rental and find a hotel so we don’t want to leave too late.

1st class; 4 adult
[10:05 AM-12:08 PM] 8/9/05, Train TGV-8715 PARIS MONT 1 ET 2 to RENNES
8. Hayward Heath to Notts and back to London

As I lay this out I realize that Nottingham is really kind of “dog leg” off the route from London to Doncaster.  Doncaster is the train station closest to John & Di Clark.  I have now sent two emails to Warhammer World trying to find out how accessible it will be during the tournament.  Poor me I thought the tournament would be a good thing.  I guess we could go on Monday, but it seems an incredible shame to miss being in London.  I should probably get over that to some degree.  I don’t really want to go back to the tower of London and the changing of the guards.  I will just go back to London some other time.

  How about we make up some of the time by spending time in London on Saturday?  We will be going right through London and need to change trains.  So we have lunch in London and do a couple hours of enjoying London then we take the train to Doncaster arriving at say 5-6PM.  We can spend Sunday with John & Di and then take the train to Nottingham or drive or whatever and the boys can do their warhammer thing from 10-2pm.  We then head to London and see Roger & Monika, assuming they are in town.  We will have all day Tuesday in London and our flight leaves at 10AM Wednesday.

